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DANGER, &ece, 
ne 
JEREMIAH v. 29. 


SHALL NOT MY SOUL BE AVENGED ON SUCH A NA- 
TION AS THIS, 


THIS prophet appeared in a very degene- 
rate period of the Jewith church. Every order of that 
people, from the humble peafant to the prince on the 
throne, had apoftatized from the true God, and had 
loft that Lmplicity in his worfhip, and that zeal for 
his name which were their former charaMeriftic and 
glory. The mafs of the people, forfaking ihe Lord 
God of iheir fathers, had mingled in all the abfurdi- 
ties of the idolatry of the nations around thern : their 
princes did evilin the fight of Fehovah, and no longer 
ruled for his glory, or the good of their fubjeéts : 
eyen thofe who were called to minifter at the altar de- 
graded both themfelves and their office by a fervile, 
corrupt, mercenary Apirit: The fun had alfo gone down 
upon their prophets ; thefe lights of Ifrael were now 
darkened through error of principle, and licentiouf- 
~ nefs of praftice ; inftead of ftemming ‘the torrent of 
genctal defeétion by expofing with a. holy heroifm 
the iniquities of all claffes, they rolled along with the 
ftream, and rather tended to, {well and infuriate it by 
prophecying a falfe wifion, and the deceit of their own 
hearts, There is not a more awful prefage of {peedy 
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deftruétion to a nation than) when, as the prophee 
expreffes it, there 1s like people, like prieft ; when 
corruption of manners: generafly prevails, and the 
meffengers of the Lord of hofts have neither firmnefs 
nor fidelity to make an open oppofition. 


Tue Lord God, grieved and provoked with thefe 
abominations, gently, yet feverely reminds Ifracl of 
her former zeal for his glory, and his delight in her as 
his peculiar people. I remember thee, the hindne/s of 
thy youth, and the love of thine efpoufals : Tfrael was 
holinefs to the Lord, and the firft fruits of hts tncreafe. 
He then appeals to heaven and earth, whether an ex- 
ample of fuch ingratitude and obftinacy could be 
found in any other nation. Haft thou feen that which 
back/liding Irael hath done : fhe is Sone up, upon eve- 
ry high mountain and under every green tree, and 
there hath played the harlot: and I faid after fhe had 
done all thefe things, turn thou wnto me, but fhe re- - 
turned not: their tranfereffions are many, and their 
back/lidings are increafed, how fhall I pardon thee 
for this 2? At laft worn out with their iniquities, and 
refolved to make.a full end of them asia people alto- 
gether incorrigible; Jehovah calls upon Jeremiah to 
arife and at the peril ef his own foul not to refufe de- 
nouncing their doom; Thou therefore. gird up thy 
loins and arife and fpeak unto them allthat I command. 
thee ; be not difmayed at their faces, left I confound 
inee before them. Shall not I vift for thefe things 
Jaith the Lord ; “Js not my wrath revealed from 
heaven again? all unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs of 


man? CanJ confftently with the purity a reQti- 
tude of my nature; can I confiftently with my cha- 
rafter as the moral governor of the world pafs by 
with © impunity | thefe wanton, thefe repeated, thefe. 
grofs violations of my law ? Shall not my foul be a- 
wenged on fuch a nation as this 2 

You will readily notice that the expreffion, /hall 
not my foul be avenged, is rather tncommon: 3 itis 
ufed after the manner of menand reprefents the great 
God as -earneflly and unalterably bent on bis pur- 
pole ; z it is. defigned to exprefs both the certainty and 
the feverity of the judgments to be executed on infax 
tuated Ifrael. 

Tunis day was fet a part for the folemn exercifes 
of fafting, humiliation and prayer on account of the 
alarming alpeél of providence to our country. We 
are not called merely to deprecate that wrath which 
apparently hangs over our nation; they are greatly 
miftaken who imagine that this fhould be our only, 
or even our principal exercife :. we ought to be deep- 
ly impreffed that our national offences are the caufe 
of our national calamities; we ought impartially to 
examine what tranfgreffion on our part ,has. kindled 
this hot difpleafure ; to acknowledge the righteoufnels: 
of Jehovah in allthe judgments with which we are 
threatened ; to improve by faith the atonement of 
his Eternal Son as the only mean ofour reconciliation; 
to return to him in the exercife of unfeigned repent. 
ance, and then earnellly to plead with an offended 


God that iz the midjft of wrath he would remember 
mercy, 


In cre to affift you in thefe i important exercif- 
es it may be proper, 5 
1. To confider thofe crimes with which as a na- 
tion we are obvioufly chargeable—and 


11, Tuose evidences of divine vengeance which 
we have a felt and uader which we now 
fu ffer, ; 


1. As anation, we are chargeable with fhame. 
ful ingratitude for privileges enjoyed. It muft be 
freth in your own recolle@tion when the {pot where 
we'now worfhip was ravaged by the incurfions ofa 
formidable, unpitying foe; when the murderous fa- 
vage with histomakawk and fcalping knife prowled 
around your dwellings, often Piercing your fouls 
with his terrific yells; when the doors of your fan&u- 
ary were fhut up ; when your habitations* were left 
defolate ; when the fon, torn from the arms of his 
mother, and the hufband from the embraces of his 
~siesetes were expofed to the toils and dangers of the 


“* The British army under the command of General Bur 
guoyne, in their descent Strom Canada, marched along the 
fTudsonriver,aboui sixteen miles tothe west of Salem; but smalt 
detachments of the enemy penetrated that and the neighbor- 
ng towns, plundering the inhabitants : Parties of Indians 
also sailied out thi ough these settlements, and mur dered «a 
whole family in the vicinity of Salem; and the town 
was almost entirely evacuated in August of 1717, when the 
thhabitants, through apprehension of the enemy, fied for 
shelter inte the interior of the couniry. 
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field; and you were driven to ftrangers for a mifer- 
able fhelter from the inclemency of the feafon. In 
that hour of peril and panic, the avenger of wrongs 
interpofed in your behalf; difconcerted the adverfa- 
ry ; crowned with viétory equally unexpefted and 
fignal* your feeble exertions, and reftored you to the 
peaceful pofleffion of your own -habitations. Since 
the revolutionary war, which terminated in the inde- 
pendence of our country, we have enjoyed a degree 
of profperity without a parallel in the hiftory 
of any nation; We are favored with a conftitu- 
tion probably the moft mild, the moft equitable, 
and, while fupported by public virtue, the moft diffu- 
five of general happinefs that was ever framed by 
man. While our ears have often heard the thunder of 
diftant war; while almoft every arrival upon our 
coafts has brought the intelligence of the murderous 
battle fought; of other wives made widows, and 
other children fatherlefs; of old kingdoms convul- 
fed, and new empires ereéted on their ruins, our 
peace has been uninterrupted : We have cat every man 
of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and 
drank every one of the waters of his ciftern, withouta- 
ny to annoy or alarm: While famine has waved 
her fcourge over other countries and driven thou- 
fands of the inhabitants to the neceflity of begging 
their bread, we have literally rolled in worldly afflu- 


* The memorable defeat and capture of General Bur- 
guoyne took place about the 17th of October, when the inha- 
Sitants returned to their own possessions. 
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ence; our foil, under the hufbandman’s cultivation, 
has yielded a rich profufion of fruits, and our com- 
‘merce has wafted upon our fhores the produ€tions of 
every foreign clime. . Thefe outward privileges have 
been crowned with the infinitely more precious means 
of falvation.. We have enjoyed: the oracles of the 
living God in our own language, and the various 
ordinances of his worfhip in their native fimplicity and 
purity. When privileges fo pre-eminent are beftow- 
ed on a perfon or a people, returns of thankfgiving, 
and obedience are expeéted in proportion ; but the 
bleffings heaped upon us asa nation have been equal- 
Jed only by our ingratitude and impiety. Have 
‘we as individuals, been walking in the fear of the 
“Lord, regulating ourfelves by his word as the’ rule, 
and confulting his glory as the higheft end of our 
Fives ? As famili¢s have we been offering up the tri- 
‘bute of praife to the common Author of our mercies 5 
hhas each been encouraging the other to the perform- 
ance of every civil, and focial,- and religious duty ; 
have we been thus teaching and admoni/hing one ano- 
ther in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritaal fongs ? Have 
we asa nation exceeded all others in gratitude, as we 
have been elevated above them in privilege? As ci- 
tizens, as minifters, as magiftrates have we advanced 
hand ia hand, cachaiming at the good of the whole ; 
and all promoting the glory of Him who raifed ustoa 
rank fo exalted among the nations of the earth ? How 
reverfe have been our charaéter,and condu&i? More 
ungrateful, more. infatuated than Je/hurun we have 
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maxed fat; wehave forgotten the. God that made us, who 
aedeemed us in the hour of jeopardy, and lightly ef- 
tecmed the rock of our falvation. The diftinguithing 
goodnels of God inftead of leading us to repentance, 
to reformation of life has produced pride, prefump- 
‘tucufnels, licentioufnefs of principle, and profligacy 
of manners, Our affluence, which _ _ought to have 
flowed in fupplying the wants of the indigent ; ; in fup- 
porting the ordinances of religion ; in propagating 
the gofpel through the frontier fettlements ;_ and in 
conveying to the perifhing heathen the means of fal- 
vation, has been proftituted to luxury of living; t 

extravagance of drefs ; to the aggrandizement of our 
families; or in adding houfe to houfe and farm 
to farm. Our language has correfponded with 
that of the prefumptuous monarch of Egypt, Who 
‘as the Lord that we fhould obey him ? “ Our gold, our 
filver, our poffeffions are our own, and for the grati- 
fication of our own appetites they fhall be employed.” 
Our ingratitude is thus a fin of high aggravation, 
and is one caufe why the Lord God is pleading his 
controverfy with our land, Hear O heavens, and 
Sive car, O earth, for the Lord hath fooken; I have 
nourifhed and brought up children, and they have re- 
belled againfime. Lhey have forjaren the Lord ; they 
have provoked the holy one of Ifrael te anger, they 
have gone away backward, Might he not in righie. 
ous indignation have added,..Ah, J will eafe me of. 
omine adverfaries ; 3 J will avenge me of mine enemies 2 


a. Our daring impiety manifefted by a contempt 
& 
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of God, and his ordinances, is another caufe of his 
controverfy ; one for which we ought this day to ex- 
ercife humiliation in his fight. How is his infinitely 
venerable name profaned in the unneceffary, irreve- 
rend ufe of it by fome, and in the impious oaths and 
imprecations of others ? Are not his ordinances neg- 
le€ted and defpifed by many, who live within reach of 
the fan@tuary, and who, by their parents, were early 
devoted to his fervice in baptifm ? Is not that precious 
volume the bible ; that volume which affords the moft 
reviving expreflions of Jehovah’s love, and conftitutes 
the broad charter of all our privileges and profpeéts ; 
is not that volume regarded by fome with negle& and 
indifference ; by others has it not been derided as the 
offspring of fuperftition, or prieftcraft ? Does not a li- 
centious infidelity obvioufly pervade the higher orders 
of fociety in our country ? Was not that man who has 
appeared as one of the moft open, bold, unblufhing 
champions in this caufe ; who has exhaufted his talents 
in the derifion of every thing facred ; who has utter- 
ed the fouleft blafphemies, which a polluted imagina- 
tion could conceive, againft the Son of God, againft 
his Perfon, againft the myfteries of his gofpel, and the 
mninifters of his religion ; has not that man been in- 
vited to this country by the leading men of our na- 
tion ; has he not been correfponded with, and caref- 
fed fince his arrival ? If this circumftance does not a- 
vow their real enmity to the faviour’s crofs, it at leaft 
betrays an alarming indifference to its interefts : And 
Iam bold to affert that thofe who are hoftile to our re- 
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ligion cannot be the real friends of our liberty, what- 
ever be their political pretenfions, - Divine revelation 
is the great charter of our rights as men, nolefs than 
of our privileges and profpe&ts as chriftians; it 
proclaims to man his dignified origin, as created after 
the image of God; it infpires the individual with 
the moft exalted fenfe of his own importance, by de- 
claring that the Lord God hath made of one blood all 
men to dwell upon the earthy and confequently that all 
are naturally. poffefled of certain, equal, unalienable 
rights: This contftitutes the ‘greateft poflible fecurity 
for focial order among men by enjoining us to live 
foberly, righieoufly and Godly ; to do juftly, te love mer- 
cy, and walk humbly with our God. Thefe are notthe 
fentiments merely of the divine; they. are maxims 
firmly believed and openly avowed by the moft ac- 
complithed legiflators that ever adorned the world.— 
Suffice it to mention the obfervations* of Him whom 


* His Excellency Gtorce Wasnincton, tr his last 
address to the citizens of the United States. “* Christianity,” 
says Montesque, a celebrated French writer, “ has prevented 
the establishment of despotism in Ethiopia, notwithstanding 
tts situation in the midst of African despotic states.’ And 
Hume, although a malignant enemy to religion, has acknow- 
ledged that “ the precious sparks of liberty were kindled by 
the puritans tn England, and to them the English owe the 
whole freedom of their constitution.’ I cannot help remark- 
ing that the observations of these authors are literally exent- 
plified in New-England. There is no part of the christian 
world where pure religion more eminently flourished than in 
those states for generations after thetr first settlement ; and 
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all revered as equally the Statesman, the Hero, the 
Patriot ; on whom the eyes of every American 
citizen were faftened as the brighteft ornament of 
our country ; our pride in peace ; our fhield in’ war ; 
and,under God,the inftrument of incalculable bleflings 
toour nation, * Of all the difpofitions and habits 
which lead to political profperity, religion and moral- 
ity are indifpenfible fupports. In vain- ‘would that 
man claim the tribute of patriotifm who fhould labor ' 
to fubvert thefe great pillars of human happinefs 5 
thefe firmeft props of the duties of men andcitizens + 
The mere politician equally with the pious man ought’ 
to refpeét, and. -to-cherifh them. A volume could 
not trace all their conneflions with — and pub- 
lic felicity.” 3 

,»  Acatn, is not the holy fabbath, that refi which 
is ordained for ihe people of God ; that inftitution 
which is calculated to fecure health to the body, no 
Jef than happinefs to the fou]; that inftitution which 
is a lively memorial of the refurre&tion of our cruci- 


fied Lord, and furnifhes a conflant pledge of our 
own refurreétion, is not this day openly proftituted 
without a blufh, and without remorfe ? Is it not 
profaned by fome in idlenefs and amufements ; by 
others in unneceffary vifits, and by many in the deli- 


there is perhaps no part of the globe, where the principles of 
yational liberty are better understood, or more zealously vin- 
dicated. On the other hand, what probably paved the way 
for the easy wntsoduction of despotism in France than the ge- 
neral infidelity and licensciousness of the people. 
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Derate profecution of their fecular employments ? fs 
not the peaceful worfhiper often interrupted and in- 
fulted as he repairs to, or retires from the temple of 
his God, by the wanton tranfgreffors of that. facred 
inftitution ? And does it not render our guilt more 
aggravated, and expofe us to feverer vengeance, that 
this profanation of the Sabbath is permitted in part 
by public authority ? Our Legiflature* has explicitly 
provided that no man “ removing his family, or 
houfehold furniture” fhall be detained on that day. 
Does ‘not this toleration virtually make void the com- 


mand of Jehovah who had. enjoined, TAKE HEED 
TO YOURSELVES, AND BEAR NO BUR- 


* During the discussion of a bill relating to the Sabbiath, 
which was brought before the Legislature some years since, 
a member was heard in the street to “ damn the Sabbath and 
all tts advocates.” I mention this circumstance merely, to 
shew that in the election of the unprincipled, indecent man: 
to public office, we not merely evince a want of zeal for God, 
a want of concern for the interests of morality,’ but a great 
want of respect to ourselves, Petitions in support of that 
bill were poured in from various parts of the staie, and a sin« 
gle copy of the petition from the city of New-York, as wus 
stated in a public paper,had eighieen hundred names annexed 
tou. Ascitizens of afree government we possess the right 
in a respectful manner to petition our legislative bodies, and 
eur peittions, especially when presented by a large and re- 
spectable part of the state,are entitied to respectful attention. 
But in the instance of the member above mentioned, the 
marim holds true, that he who docs not fear God will not 
regard man, not even his constilucnis from whom all his lit- 
tle tmportance is derived, 
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DEN ON’ ‘THE SABBATH DAY, nor bring it 
in by the gates of Ferufalem; neither carry forth @ 
Burden out of your houfes on the Sabbath day, neither 
do ye any work, but hallow the Sabbath day, as I com- 
manded your fathers. Wave we not reafon to fear 
that the Lord God, provoked by our impiety, will 
execute upon us the vengeance denounced againft 
the nation of Ifrael, J will draw out a fword after you, 
andmake your cities wafle. Then fhall the land enjoy 
her Sabbaths as long as it lieth defolate, and ye Shall 
bein your enemics country ; even then fhall the land 
refi a and enjoy her Sabbaths. _ 

age as © general, and #eey terol: Rasvoption of 
public morals is another caufe of the divine dif- 
pleafare with us asa nation. May not the records 
of our “courts of juftice teftify how common are 
the crimes of falfe fwearing, and forgery ; crimes 
peculiarly offenfive to Jehovah ; and which tend 
to fap the very foundation of focial order among men ? 
‘Do not our daily. prints announce the very alarming 
4increafe of bankruptcies in our country ? Probably 
one thoufatid inftances of private failure occur now, 
awvhere not one occurred twenty years ago. This 
fa&t evinces the corruption of public morals, as thefe 
failures muft ordinarily proceed either from a con- 
‘cealment ef property with a view to defraud the cre- 
-ditor, or from a mode of living utterly beyond our 
ability. Is not that moft unnatural, moft horrid 
‘of all crimes, felf-murder, become mournfully pre- 
‘valent among us ? Is it not alfo a fafhionable thing ; 


@ 
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is it not confidered the teft of real heroifm, the cha- 
ragteriftic of the man of honor to take, or to aim at 
taking the life of another i in dueling ? and i ‘is not this 
murderous* praétice publicly fan@tioned by. the ad- 
vancement of fuch offenders to ftations of emolument, 
and honor ? Have we not this moment fome ftanding, 
high in office in our own ftate, and in the United. 
States, whofe confciences are ftained with the. guilt,, 
and whofe hands are encrimfoned with the blood of 
their fellow-men ? Can we expeét that our countrys, 
in 1over-looking with i impunity this daring offence, wilh 
efcape the vengeance of him who has folemnly or- 
dained tha, WHOSO SHEDDETH: MAN’s 
BLOOD BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE 
SHED, FOR IN, THE IMAGE, OF GOD 
MADE HE HIM. : 

How common among us are the vices of intems. 
perate drinking, . of rioting,, of gambling and {wear- 
ing ? Are there not fome men prefiding.on the bench, 


* Ts this epethet pronounced harsh; itis supported by 
the judicial testimony of an honorable genileman of our own 
age and country; by one whose benevolence of heart must ex 
cule the affection, and whose. integrity and capacity in his of~ 
Sice command the esteem of all who know him, “ As mur- 
der tn contemplation of law essentially consists in deliber rately 
killing a fellow creature, it is obvious where death ensues in 
aduel, that it is’ generally speaking the most aggravated 
spectes of murder, because tt is accompanied with every spe- 
cles of cool premeditation that a spirit of envy could dictate.” 
Charge to the Grand Jury of Reading, by-the Honorable 
Jacoz Rusu, Esq. i 
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of civil juftice who are grofsly profane in their con- 
verfation ; who have lived in repeated afts ofunclean- 
nefs ; who are devoted to gambling, and by whom 
the Lord's day is often {pent in their worldly occupa- 
tions ? This-diflipation of condu@ is offenfive in any 
man but accompanied with peculiar aggravations in 
the magifrate who explicitly is pronounced a MIN-— 
ISTER OF GOD FOR GOOD to others: it is 
a dire&t proflitution of his facred funétion, and ren- 
ders him a terror not to evil works, but to the good. 
Civil government is as really an ordinance of Jeho- 
vah, as ecclefiaftical government ; he, therefore, 
who fuftains an office in the ftate ought to aim at pu- 
rity of converfation, no lefs than he who fuftains an 
office in the church ; and when they who rule in either 
capacity lofe fightof the folemnity of their flation, they” 
degrade both themfelves and their office. It is the 
uniform, the upright, the dignified deportment of 
the man which gives majefty to the minifter : it is no 
lefs the uniform, the upright, the: dignified deport- 
ment of the man which gives majefty to the magif- 
trate. Befides, a wanton diffipated condu& in thofe 
who fuftain the office of the civil magiftracy has a 
tendency to demoralize fociety at large. When the 
roct of a tree is rotten, the branches cannot remain 
verdant, and flourifhing; if the fountain itfelf be pol- 
luted, we cannot expeé the ftream to be pure, and 
when the head of the body politic becomes difordered 
the deadly contagion neceffarily fpreads through all 

parts of the fyftem, 


17: " 
‘There is another evidence of public corruption 
which I dare not pafs over unnoticed: L-mean the 
obvious proftitution of the right of fuffrage. Im out 
free government the choice of all rulers either imme 


diately or remotely depends on the peaple. ‘This 


right of eleGting our own réprefentation-is the great 
privilege for which our fathers fought, and which is 
bequeathed to. us, fealed with the bloodof thoufands ; 
this.is a privilege for which ‘many of you fought, and 


for, the purchafe of which fome of youbled ; -It is the 


full enjoyment; of this right which diftinguifhes the 
citizen from the fubje€&t ; which exalts the freeman in 
one country above the abjeét, infulted, degraded: 
flave in another country ; But is nov this right-crimi: 
nally proftituted amongus ?. What-is the primary 
qualification which is ordinarily foughtin the candidate 
for public office ? Do we attend to the admonition. 
prefcribed by Eternal truth, He that RULETH over 
MeN mf? be JUST, RULING in the FEAR of Je- 
hovah ? Haver we purfued the maxim delivered by 


the wifeft of men, and the moft magnificent, profper- 


ous of Princess RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALT- 
ETH A NATION, and offered our fuffrages for 
thofe who in private life were patterns of righteouf- 
nefs, and as rulers would probably ufe their influence 
for promoting it among others ? Have we not more 
generally enquired, ‘ where is the decided, ardent 
partizan ; the man who will moft zealoufly adhereto 
that political {eGtion to which we belong,” without re- 
gard to. moral, or religious, or even intelle@ual quali- 
é 
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fications ? In the warmth of party-{pirit have we not 
contributed to the advancement of thofe who were 
the known enemies of religion, and have allowed 
themfelves in falfely flandering its minifters ? On this 
day of humiliation as the meffenger of the Lord of 
hofts, and as.I defire to be found faithful to’ my truft 
when the ftorm is blackening over us, I bear my tefti- 
mony againft the promotion of unprincipled, immo- 
yal, impious men as a moft aggravated iniquity in our 
land ; and I believe, as firmly as I believe my exift- 
ence, that without fpeedy and fpecial repentance on 
to the | ‘Lord of hofts will bring 
Piura fonts our i ttioli? until both our ears will tingle. 
Has he not moft folemnly forewarned us that, when 
righteous men arein authority the people rejoice, but 
when the wicked rule the land mourneth ? Befides, the 
eleGtion of men to public office who are deftitute of 
moral re@itude, is impolitic in the extreme, and puts 
in jeopardy our moft important interefts as citizens. 
Hear the fentiment of a reverend member who ador- 
ned our counfels during the ftruggle with Great-Bri-- 
tain ;°ohe in whom were united the eminent divine, 
the enlightened ftatefman, and the uncorrupted, ardent 
patriot. Thofe who with well to the Mate ought to 
choofe to places of truft men of inward principle, juf- 
tified: by examplary converfation. Is it reafonable 
to expe@t wifdom from the ignorant; fidelity from 
the profligate ; or application to public bufinefs from 
men of diffipated life? Is it reafonable to commit the 
public revenue to one who has wafted his own nates 
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mony ? Thofe therefore who pay no refpe& to reli- 
gion and fobriety in thofe whom they fend to the Lc- 
giflature of any fate, are guilty of the greateft abfur- 
dity, and will foon pay dear for their folly. Let a 
man’s zeal, profeflions,oreven principles as to Political 
meafures be what they may, if he is without perfonal 
integrity and private virtue, he is not to be trufted. 
I think we have had fome inftances of men who have 
roared in taverns for liberty, and been moft noify in 
public meetings, who have-become traitors in a little 
time. | Suffer me on this fubjeé to make another re- 
mark. With what judgment will laws againft immo- 
rality be made, or with what vigor will they be exe- 
cuted by thofe who are profane and immoralin their 
own praétice, Let us fuppofe a magiftrate onthe 
bench of juftice, adminiftering an oath to a witnefs 
or pafling fentence of death upon.a criminal and put- 
ting him in mind of a judgment to come. With 
what propriety, dignity, or force can any of thefe be 
done by one who is known to be a blafphemer, an 
infidel, or by whom in his convivial hours every thing 

ferious or facred is treated with fcorn.”* 
Permit me to notice’as another caufe of the di- 
“vine difpleafure thofe bitter contentions, thofe mutual 
reproaches which abound among us. What are our 
feafons of cleGion but feafons of detra@tion, and de- 
- famation, by which the paffions of each other are ine 


* Dr. Witherspoon, th his sermons, delivercd ona general 
fast at the commencement, anda general thanksgiving, at 
the conclusion of the late revolution. 
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Hamed ? What liberties are frequently taken: in re- 
proaching public men, and mifreprefenting public 
meafures. Docs not the living God explicitly forbid. 
_ the indulgence of hatred, variance, emulations, wrath 
cand herefies 2 An untender, unforbearing fpirit be- 
tween man and man is always inexcufcable, but it is 
peculiarly offenfive when cherifhed by thofe who are 
citizens of the fame commonwealth ; whofe civil and 
focial interefts are intimately blended together. In 
republican forms of government, where public vir- 
tue is the great pillar on which the government refts, 
a degree of party {pirit may be profitable ; one por- 
tion of pense 4 his abe a “ watch-tower” 


and Solarated aiken Sealousy pervades every clafs 
of focicty, and extinguifhes almoft every fpark of 
mutual confidence, it paeints equally reproachful, 
and ruinous, — 
Turse ate a few of thofe provocations with 
which we are chargeable as a people, and for which 
without fincere repentance on our part, the fcourge 
of a righteous God will unavoidably overtake us. 
For fuch provocations were his judgments for- 
merly denounced againft even his favorite Ifrae], and 
owing to their obftinate impenitence were finally exe- 
cuted in their utter deftru&tion. Lf ye will not hear- 
ken unio me, faith Fehovah, and do all my command- 
menis: and if ye fhall defpife my ftatutes, or if your 
foul abhor my judgments ; I alfo will do this unto you ; 
4 will appoint unto you terror, confumption, and the 
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burning ague that fhall confume the eyes and caufe for- 
row of heart ; and ye fhall fow your feed, and your 
enemies fhall eat it ; and I will make Jour cities wafte 
and bring your fanéuary into defolation. Then Shall 
the land enjoy her fabbaths as long as it lieth defolate, 
and ye be in your enemies land, even then shall the land 
ret, and enjoy her fabbaths. Again, If ye will not 
hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to 
bear a burden, even entering in at the E4ies of Ferufalem 
on the fabbath day ; then will I kindle a fire inthe gates 
thereof, and it fhall devour the palaces of Ferufalem 
Breraren, when we'read thefe fearful denuncia- 
tions, and then contemplateour ownco ndué, who muft 
not tremble for his country ? Was the holy fabbath 
more generally, or wantonly profaned in Judea, than 
in America ? Were the ftreets of Jerufalem more fret 
quently polluted by ithe unhallowed buyer and feller 
on that day, than are the fircets ofour own f{ettlements 
and villages and cities? Muft we not rationally ex- 
pee that the foul of our offended fovereign will beia- 
venged on Juch a nation as ours? Is the-violation of 
his law lefs aggravated among us. whofe light is:more 
clear, whofe privileges are more exalted than among 
them ; or is the Lord God lefs righteous to avenge 
the quarrel of his covenant ? Nay, have not our judg- 
ments already commenced ? areal 
To confider the evidences of divine wrath which 
we have occaficnally experienced, and under which 
we now fuffer, was the fecond part of our fabje&t, 
and demands our attention, 
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1. Has not a Holy God often plead his contro- 
verly with our land by a fearful peftilence ? Receiv- 
ing its commiffion from on high, has not this feourge 
gone abroad through our country, and vifited in their 
turn our cities from the northern to the fouthern ex- 
tremities of the union ? In its hoftile career has it not 
defolated for a feafon the fanftuaries of God; driven 
from their abodes thoufands of our citizens, and 
mingled in fudden promifcuous ruin the babe, the 
youth and the hoary head? . 


As another mark of his indignation, and another 
mean of reclaiming an ungrateful apoftatifing people, 
has he not commiffioned the fire to become the aven- 
ger of his quarrel ? Has not this devouring clement 
Jaid wafte in fome degree many of our cities, and re- 
duced from affluence to poverty hundreds of their in- 
habitants ? The meffengers of Jchovah’s wrath have 
not been confined to our cities, but have occafionelly 


vifited all parts ofthe country. ‘The infe&, anarmy 
fmall, imperceptible, yet irrefiible, has marched 
through the land, and cut down in its progrefs, the 
ftaff of life. Before it our fields were cloathed with 
verdure, and flourifhing as the garden of Eden, but be- 
hind it a defolate wilderne/s. Did he not in one year 
Shut up the windows of heaven, refufing to us the carly 
and latter rain tn their feafon ; and by intemperate 
rains in another year did he not deftroy the fruits of 
the earth, blaft the hopes of the hufbandman, and a- 
Jarm with.apprehenfions of cleannefs of teeth ? Such 
are the fcourges which we have occafionally felt in 
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years that are paft; fuch the expreffions of divine 
indignation under which our land has often trembled : 
Natural caufes have been ingenioufly affigned for all 
thefe calamities a4 Prefumptuous, impious. mortals 
would fondly exclude Jehovah from all agency in the 
world, as they extinguifh every generous impulfe of 
his fear and love in their own hearts: Every occur- 
rence, whether profperous or adverfe, is afcribed by’ 
them to fecondary mea 8; but the man of wifdom 
will confider them as coming > forth from the Lord: of 
ho/ , and as vifitations either of his mercy or wrath, 
Is there evil in the city ; ‘is there evil in the country, 
and the Lord hath not done it 2 Does the peftilence 

confume the perfons of our citizens, or the fire dee 


vour their property ? Does the rain prove our 
fcourge in. one year, or the draught in another, or the 
mildew in another without his permiffion and appoint. 
ment, They are alike the minifters of almighty 
God; they come only at bis call, and they continue 
to fulfil the high commiffion received from his hand. 
Thus he declared to Ifrael formerly, and thus he may. 
declare to America now, J have withholden the rain 
from you when there were yet three months to the har- 
weft: Ihave Jmilien you with blafting and mildew: I 
have fent among thee peflilence after the manner of E- 
Epi: Thave overthrown fome of you, as God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 

_ For all thefe his anger is not iurned: away, but his 
handis firetched out fill. Is not our nation trem bling 
at this moment under awful appearances of the divine 
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difpleafure ? Has not the cloud colle@ted, and fpread, 
and darkened every part of our horifon, and is feem- 
ingly ready to burft forth in our deftruftion ? Are we 
not now affembled in this fan@tuary for the very pur- 
pofe of deprecating the difpleafure of our God ; of 
confeffing and mourning over-our national guilt as the 
procuring caufe; and to implore his return in loving 
kindnefs to our land ? The anger of the Lord hate di~ 
wided us as a people; he no longer regards us.. ’ Does’ 
hot a diverfity of fentiment ; does not alienation of 
affection almoft univerfally prevail ? Has not mutu- 
al confidence departed from our fellow-citizens, and 
the fell demon. of difeord: fucceeded in its room ? Is 
not the brother alienated from his brother ; the fon 
from his father ; the neighbor from his neighbor ; 
the citizen from the magiftrate ? Nay, has not muta~ 
tual confidence departed in fome inftances from the 
fpiritual paftor and the people of his charge ? Is it 
not a notorious fact that if the fervants of the crofs 
remain faithful to their truft ; if they expofe without 
partiality and without hypocrify the corruptions of men 
and magiftrates, they are immediately flandered in 
public houfes and public prints; they are reprefented 
_ as rallying under the ftandard of party, and as con- 
verting their pulpits into political engines. Have not 
thefe jealoufies, thefe contentions diffufed their dead- 
ly influence through every part of the community ? 
Do they not tend to diftra& the proceedings of every 
affembly, from the petit-jury up to the higheft delibe- 
rative counfel in the nation ? Has it not become a 


‘matter of courfethat a meafure propofed by one clafs 
of the community will be oppofed and reprobated by 
the other ? Although we are citizens of the fame 
commonwealth, and united b by. the deareft focial con- 
neftions ; ; “although 1 we have all that is interefting to 
us in time, our property, our ‘liberty, our religion, 
our lives embarked on the fame bottom, yet we mark 
the movements of each other with all the fufpicion of 
the avowed, irreconcileable enemy. This alienation 
of heart ; -thofe bitter revilings I formerly mentioned 
as our fin ; I would now mention them as a moft de- 
plorable calamity, and as an evident, very awful 
proof of the Lord’s controverfy wih us. It is an 
old proverb, uttered by an infallible teacher, that 
a houfe divided againft itfelf cannot ftand. When we 
fee a particular family fplit up into fa€tions; each 
member torturing the feelings, crucifying the cha- 
raGter, and oppofing the interefts of the other, we 
conclude without hefitancy that the Lord has depar- 
ted from that houfe, and that its defolation is near. 
It isnot lefs true of nations than of particular families, 
unite and you eltablifh ; divide and you deltroy.— 
When Jehovah denounced the overthrow of Egypt 
for their contempt of his name, and the cruelties which 
they had perpetrated upon his people, he declares, 
T will fet the Egyptians againfi the Egypicans, and they 
Jaall fight every man againft his brother, and every mai 
againft his neighbor ; city againft cily, and kingdom 
againjt kingdom. May we not therefore confider our 
interfal diffenfions and diflraQlions as coming forth 
Dd 


from the Lord of hofis, and as his righteous judgment 
iipon Our guilty land ? Are we not conftrained to de- 
plore ih the pldintive language of the prophet, The 
anger of Fehovah hath divided us ; Manaffeh againft 

Ephraim, and Ephraim againft Manaffeh, and they 
together ‘frall be again Fulah. 


For all this his anger. is not pease away, but his 
hand 1s Srretched out firll, We are now prefled down 
under a general and heavy calamity : our commerce, 
the chief fource of wealth to the individual, and of 
revenuc to the government, is in a great meafure de- 


_ fro ed, and even our peace is is. endangered by the 
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sil and their effets have produced embarraffment 
among all claffes of fociety. No longer is émploy- 


"pent offered as formérly to the laborer ; no longer is 


the toil of the hufbandman rewarded by an ¢qualcom- 
penfation for his produce; no longer is the merchant 
animated to enterprife by fuccefs in his trade; no 
longer are our harbors enlivened by a race of hardy, 
generous feamen ; no longer does our canva{s whiten 
ihe ocean; no longer do our fhips return wafting 
upon our fhores the wealth, and the luxuries of every 
élime : Different caufes are affigned for this fudden, 
calamitous reverfe of our fituation: by fome it is at- 
tributed to the want of wifdom and energy in ourad- 
ininifiration ; by others to the intollerant, oppreflive 
meafures of Britain ; by others to the ambition, in- 
trigues, and corrupting influence of France, but this 
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individual, or a nation is abandoned of God, and mar- 
ked as vidiims for his wrath than to be given up to 
themfelves ; to be permitted to remain unawakened 
and unconcerned amidft the alarming difpenfations 
of his providence. When the cup of the iniquity of 
Ifrael was nearly full, and the decree for their def- 
truGion had irreverfibly pafled, bow awful is the 
commiffion given to the prophet, Make the heart of 
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and_fhut 
their eyes: lefe they fee with their eyes, fee my judg- 
ments which are already gathered and lowering over 
their heads 5 and hear with their cars, hear my voice 
of warning in my word, by my meffengers, in the 
movements of my providence; and underfland with 
their heart, be really affe@ed with their own abomi- 
nations as the meritorious caufe of their miferies, and 
be healed. The prophet melted at hearing the doom 
of his deluded country affeétionately replies, Lord, 
how long 2 He is anfwered by the oracle, Until the 
cities be wafte without inhabitant, and the houfes with- 
out man, and the land be utterly defolate. 

BRETHREN, does not our fituation as a nation ob- 
vioully and awfully correfpond with that of deluded 
I{rael ? Can we imagine that they were more ftupid, 
more infatuated amidft the terrors of the Almighty 
than are we in America? Muchtime has been occu- ~ 
pied in devifing the means of fafety ; much treafure 
has been expended in fortifying our harbors ; meflage 
afier mefiage has been tranfmitted to foreign courts 


reprefenting our grievances and demanding redrefs ; 
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but during allour alarms, all thefeexertions for mmain- 
taining our rights has the Lord of hofts been acknow- 
ledged by us asa nation; have'we-been called by 
our civil Rulers to afk the interpofition of him by 


whom kings reign, and princes decree juftice ; by 


whom princes rule, and nobles even all the judges of 
the earth ?. Nay, I mention it with the moft profound 
emotions of regret, and of trembling ; of humiliation 
for the paft and apprehenfions for the future, that du- 
ring eight years we have not beén recommended in 
onal capacity. to acknowledge the Ruler of na- 
‘Hane! “no tribute of thank{giving has afcended to his 
throne in the feafon of profperity ; ‘neither have we 
in adverfity been diretled to the confeflion of guilt, 


nor to afk the interference of that arm which works 
falvation, Was fuch the example exhibited by our 
illuftrious patriots of 1776; by thofe who then 
dire€ted. our counfels, marfhalled our armies in the 
field, and were, under God, the inftruments of our 
national glory ? On the 17th of May in that year, a 
day that muft remain memorable while the love of li- 
berty is cherithed in our country, the oppreffed mil- 
Jions of America at the call of their rulers approach- 
éd the mercy-feat, laid a hiftory of their grievances 


_ before the avenger of wrongs ; implored his interpo- 


ition in their behalf, and his ear was gracioufly open 


to their cry. 


From this do€trine, thus explained, it is obviouf- 


_ly fuggefted, 
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a. ‘Tsar verily there is a God who judgeth in the 
earth, Vain, impious mortals frequently. afk, Whois 
Jehovah that we fhould obey him 2 In the infatuation 
and madnefs of their hearts, they often challenge, How 
deth.God know, andis there knowledge in the moft high ? 
In the enthufiafm of their impiety, they are re- 
folving, Let us break his bands afunder and caft his 
cords from us. But.notwithftanding all their prefump- 
tion and felf-confidence, their judgment lingereth not, 
and their damnation flumbereth not. He that fitteth in 
the heavens fhall laugh at them ; the Lord shall hold 
them in ian on: Then fhall he Speak to them in his 
ed ' Though 

ied join sn hand his foul ge aocnge ible or la- 
ter on the wanton, incorrigible perfon or people.— 
What is the hiftory of the world, but a hiftory of Je- 
hovah’s judgments in the overthrow of/haughty, li- 
cenfcious nations ? Where are now the once mighty; 
magnificent empires of Egypt, of Affyria, of Greece, 
of Rome ? Where.are now their fplendid cities, theit 
adamantitie walls towering towards heaven ; their dif- 
ciplined armies; their gates of brafi, their chariots of 
tron which promifed an invincible defence againft e- 
very affault:from wihout ? We behold them in their 
‘turn receding from the earth, and their memorial has 
nearly peri/hed with tiem: there remains nothing but 


their name feebly written on the hiftorian’s page.— 
How arethe mighty fallen, and the weapons of war pe- 
rifhed ? What crafhing of thrones andkingdoms have 
we witneffed with our own eyes? Where is now the 


a 
antienty auguft monarchy of France; that which 
ftood for ages; and apparently defied even the hand 
of time ? Have we not feen it and many others totter 
to their foundations, and hundreds and thoufands of 
the inhabitants loft in'the general wreck ? Is it arga- 
ed “ that thefe kingdoms, having grown old, decay- 
ed and mouldered away of courfe, as evéry thing cre= 
ated naturalfy tends to diffolution ;” or is it argued, 
* that internal caufes may be afligned for all thefe ef- 
fees ; that violent infarre€tions convulfed the empire 
of Rome, and that Babylon was taken during the li- 
cenfcious rioting of her princes and nobles ?”. Thefe 
objeftions do not in the leaft militate againft the argu- 
ment. The fovereign ruler of nations accomplifhes 
his purpofes by fecondary caufes ; by means he proteéts 
the righteous, and by means he executes vengeance on 
the deluded, infolent oppofers of his government.—' 
As a proof, for inftance, that the conqueft of Baby- 
lon and the deftru@ion of the empire was of God, 
this event was foretold ages before its accomplifh- 
‘ment ; the inftrument of its overthrow was mentioned 
by name ; the very manner in which he fhould exe- 
cute his purpofe was minutely expreffed ; and yet all 
was reprefented as the effeét of divine vengeance a- 
gaintt the Affyrians. Come down, {ath Jehovah. by 
his prophet to that impious city, come down and jt im 
the duff, O virgin daughter of pen fton the 
ground ; For thou haft irufted in thy wickedne/s ; thou 
haft faid, none feeth me: Therefore fhail evil come 
upon thee ; thou fhalt not know from whence it refeth ; 
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and mifchief fhall fall upon thee thou fhalt not be able 
to. put it off ; and deftruétion fhall come upon thee fud- 
denly which thou knoweft not. Through the anger of 
almighty God thefe fearful defolations are {pread a- 
mong the nations of the earth: A flood of impiety, 
of licen{cioufnefs ontheir ae is iaparetion ei a flood 
of wrath onkis part. Sea); Sex: eee Sat t 

2. WE learn from this ies oho are the ene- 
: vho difturb her peace, who in- 
perity and endanger her very ‘exift- 
ence ; they ate thole who live in the contempt of 

; of his righteous law. Thefe 
‘are the “Acnane ie the camp who bring wrath upon the 
nation of Ifrael. The immoral, impious man; the 
fwearer, the fabbath-breaker, the infolent {coffer of 
religion and its inftitutions ; the parent who is undu- 
tiful in his ftation, who is not diligent in educating his 
offspring for God and his fervice ; the magiftrate 
who does not rule in the fear of Fehovah, but pollutes 
the land by a loofe, licenfcious deportment and con- 


verfation: Thefe are the perfons, by whatever poli- 
tical name they are known, or under whatever mafk 
they appear among their fellow-citizens, who bring 
down the judgments of heaven on fettlements, and ci- 
ties and nations: Thefe'are the perfons who occa- 
fionally fhut up the windows of heaven, fufpending 
the early and later rain in their feafon ; who dry up 
the ftreams of commerce ; who give commiffion to 
the peftilence wafting its thoufands in our fireets ; who 
unfheath the {word of war, and drench a land in the 
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blood of its inhabitants. Hear the word of the Lord 
ye children of Ifrael : hear his word, ye citizens of A- 
merica, for the Lord hath a controverfy with the inha- 
bitants of the land, becaufe therets no truth, nor mer- 
yg nor knowledge of God. By fwearing and lying, 
and killing, and committing adultery they break out, 
and blood toucheth blood. Therefore, fhall. the land 
mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein fhall lan- 
Guifh with the beafts sof | the field and. the fowls of heaven, 
They, on the other hand, « are the true patriots who 
fear God ; who work 9 righteoufnefs ; ; who render to all 
their due, giving unto Ceafar the things that are Cea- 
Jars and.unto God the things that are God's ; who 
keep holy the Sabbath by ** {pending it in the public 
and private exercifes of divine worthip ;” who vifit 
ihe fatherlefs and widow in their affliétion, and pre- 
Jerve themfelves unfpotted from the world : : parents who 
are devout in their habitations ; who early infufe in- 
to the hearts of their children the principles of religion 
and virtue ; magiftrates who feel the folemnity and 
refponfibility of their ftation, being minifters of God 
Jor the good of fociety ; who affume the important 
office, not from motives of intereft, or honor, but 
that they may rule fer the glory of him by whofe au- 
thority they aét, and to whole bar they are account- 
able; who by the blameleffnefs of their converfation, 
and by the impartial difcharge of every official duty 
become a terror to evil doers and a praife to them that 
do well ; minifters who abound inthe work of the Lord ; 
who are not lured from their facred funtion by con- 
zE 
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ileal of worldly cafe, or emolument, but aétu- 
ated by the fame fpirit with their divine matter, go 
about doing good : fuch perfons, fuch magiftrates, 
fuch minifters are the genuine patriots and friends of 
their country. Contemplating fuch I may freely ex- 
‘claim in the language’ of a Jewifh king to the prophet 
of Jehovah, my Father, my Father, ‘the chariots of 
Tfracl, andthe horfemen thereof. They.a are the maf- 
‘fy pillars’ which gives flability to a nation within ; 
‘they are the broad fhield which render her invincible 
and impenetrable by any oppofition without. Their 
prayers, Hse se cat hei anne are of more 
importance towards her defence than 1 all the fpecula- 
aaron lay P lofopher ; pie id the fchemes of 
the felf: connden? Refer ; than all the martial 
‘prowefs of either the foldiery or navy. For the fake 
‘of thefe, jadgments are often averted and days of ca- 
Tamity are. fhortened. The waters never gufhed up- 
‘on the old world until Noah was fecured in the ark ; 
‘the arm ofthe deftroying angel was ftayed from the 
‘GeftruGtion of Sodom until Lot had efcaped to the 
mountains, and when Phineas arofe, and, as a faithful 
«nagiftrate, executed righteoufnefs the plague was in- 
ftanzly arrefted in the camp of Ifrael. Run, faith Je- 
-hovah to the prophet his meffenger, rwn ve to and fro 
through the fireets of Ferufalem, and feck ye in the 
broad places thereof, if ye can find aman ; if there be 
any that executeth judgment ; that feeketh truth, and I 
‘will pardon tt. 

3. We learn from this do€trine the fuitable ex- 


i ag our country i in ae prefent fate of embar- 
raffment and alarms, the Lord God has a fovereign, 
righteous agency. ; heis avenging his. quarrel.with an 
ungrateful, difobedient nation: and until we become 
fehfible of his difpleafure as tmanifelted in our judg- 
ments; until we difcover our own iniquities as jult. 
ly provoking this difpleafure 3 until we are: fincerely. 
humbled on account of our iniquities, and led to the 
blood of reconciliation as our only. remiffion, I thall 
entertain’ little hopes that the rod_will be removed. 
Let all, on this day of humiliation, turn their eyes up- 
on their own hearts and impartially examine their par- 
ticular exercifes ; are they cordially melted for their 
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own iniquities and for the alidadinariver thas Prevail 
in the land ? Are they fincerely humbled before the 
Lord that ordinances are fo generally negleéted ; that 
Jefus and his great falvation are defpifed, that the ho- 
ly fabbath is wantonly roftituted by. all claffes in our 
nation ? Such were e exercifes ‘of the church. for= 
merly in the feat eee : lamity, | and fuch, if we 
have received. an ‘un Btion | “the | fame fpirit, will be 
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our exercifes t this lay. ? Lord, to us belong confufion 
of face, | c ur princes, and to our fathers 
becaufe we hat E aft thee ; yea, all Ifraei 
have iran [gre ce a the curfe i is s poured 


upon us, and tht : : With, confeffion 
of former ‘ge! Tet us. ons earneft ‘refolutions 
of amendment in the time to come. Would to 
God that henceforth all claffes of our citizens were g0o- 
ng hand in hand,and weeping as they go; faying, with 
penitent Ifrael, let us return to the Lord, for he haih 
torn and he will heal ; he hath fmitten and he will bind 
usup :come and let us join ourfelves to Fehovah in a 
perpetual covenant that fhail not be forgotten. Such 
exercifes would be the fureft prefage of future peace 
and felicity and glory to our nation: They might be 
confidered an infallible pledge that the cloud which 
now darkens our horizon will fhortly evanifh, and 
that the fun of profperity will revifit with his cheering 
beams our long favored land. 

O Lord, revive thy work inthe midft ofthe years ; 
in the midft of the years make known: in wrath re- 
member mercy, AMEN and AMEN, 


OUR DUTY, &e, 
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“AMOS 1 Iv. 12, 


AND BECAUSE I WILL Bo pais UNTO THEE; PREPARE 
TO Mane may ¢ cop, o ASRART. sg es 
‘Tur holy. Dateerably. ako 
to man in his prefent, imperfea, militant flate. . They 
forewarn him of approaching calamities ; ‘they afford 


dire@tion in every perplexity ; they infpire with confi- 
dence in the hour of. furrounding peril, and impart, 


confolation amidift the. various adverfities. of life.— 
The admonition contained in our text muft appear 
peculiarly feafonable to Ifrael, when we realife her 
awful and interefting fituation at the time of its delive- 
ry. It was uttered by the infpired: meffenger in the 
days of Uzziah king of Fudah, and inthe days of Fe- 

roboam king of Lfrael, two years before the earthquake, 
The vifitation of the Jewifh nation by an earthquake 
is noticed only in this place, and by the prophet Ze- 
chariah. The latter as the meffenger of divine wrath 
declares, J will gather all nations againft Ferufalem 
to batile ; and the city fhall be taken, and the houfes 
rifled : and ye fhall flee to the valley of the mouniains s 
Jea, ye fhall flee, like as ye fled before the carthquake* 


* This event ts particularly mentioned by Josephus in 
his ** Antiquities of the Jews ;” he relates that “ Jereboam 


38 


in the days of t Uzziah hing of, Zudahe* ~The Lord God. 
never wants inflruments for avenging his quarrel with 
the enemies of his government : : Allelemenisare fub- 
jek to his fovereign controul, and all agents, vifible 
and invifible, rational and irrational, from the leaft in. 
 f{e& which moves onthe earth tothe loftieft angel who 


walks the ftreets of heaven are at his. difpofal, and . 


ftand ready to perform his 1 his pl leafure ¢ either of mercy 
Yet HE isinfir itely /loco io anger, and dif- 

dant compaffion in giving 

ns of approaching calamities. The 
akes mi ~ enamine fall as a 
| igher and becomes 


ted to deftru@tion. The great God warns the wick- 
ed by his word, raifing up meffenger after meffenger ; 
by his providence, infliling leffer judgments as a 
mean of reclaiming and faving them from more aw- 
{al vifitations. He thus proves to the fatisfaQtion of 
every rational {pe@tator, that he is merciful, and gra: 
cious, long-fuffering and abundant in goodnefs andtruth ; 

that he has no pleafure in the temporal deftruttion of 
nations, or in the everlafting ruin of individuals, but 
would rather Neat ~~ fhould repent, and return and 


the son of Joash was @ prince most  cinaoluse pee licenizous i 
his practices, by which he brought almost innumerable calam- 
ities upon the people of Isr ael ;”? that “ in his days there was 
a terrtble earthquake 3”? that “ the roof of the temple opened 
with the shocks of it, and one half of the mountain Boge was 
torn from the other.’ —Jos. ant. 145, 6. N. Y. ed. 1792. 


peti before it bars Sor ap upon ‘ae obje&t devo- 
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live. Before he opened the fountains of the deep, and 
brought the flood upon the old ungodly world, he raifed 
up Noah a preacher of righteoufnefs, and warned 
them year after year 5 ‘previous to the overthrow of 
Nineveh, that great cy, he commiffioned Jonah to 
go forth and proclaim in the a frees, yet forty days and 
Nineveh fall be deftroyed ; and before he pours out 
the fury of his anger upon Ifrael, his onée favorite 
people, the offspring of Abraham his fervant, he ad- 
dreffes them in the admonition which 2 fa have heard, 
prepare to meet thy God, o Iracl, ; 

In the preceding verfes of oe chapter, the] pro- 
phet, in the name of his God, recapitulates to this de- 
luded, obftinate nation the various methods which had 
been employed fortheir reformation. And J alfo have 
Etven- you cleannefs of teeth in all your cities, and want 
of bread in all your places, yet have ye not returned un- 
to me, faith the Lord: And I have alfo withholden 
from you the rain, when there were yet three months to 
the harveft, yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the 
Lord: Ihave fmitien you with blafting and mildew, 
yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the Lord > I 
have fent among you the peftilence’ after the manner of 
Egypt, yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the Lord: 
“L have overthrown fome of you, as the Lord overthrew 
‘Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a fire-brand 
plucked out of the burning, yet have ye not returned unto 
‘me, faith the Lord. Who that has noticed, in the mof 
fuperficial manner, the difpenfations of Jehovah tow- 
ard us as'a people, muft not. read in our punifhments 
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a counterpart of the punifhments formerly inflifted on 
Ifrael ? Did not a righteous God, year after year, 
withhold from us the rain of heaven, caufing the paf- 
-gures to fail in the field, and the corn to languifh in 
the valley ? Has he not occafionally Smitten us with 
blafting* and mildew ? Has he not fent among us a- 
gain and. again the peftilence§ after the manner of E- 
gypt? And is not the accufation, which was brought 
againft Ifrael, at leaft as applicable to us, Yet have ye 
not returned unto me, faith the Lord ? Where is there 
‘any evidence that either our mercies or our judg- 
‘ments have proved effe@tual for reclaiming or reform- 
‘ing us? Are the living oracles more generally read, 
or more deeply ‘revered ? Is the fanftuary attended 
now by thofe who formerly lived in the negle& of its 
ordinances ? Are the praifes of God refounding now 
‘in houfes where that celeftial melody was formerly 
unheard ? Is the holy Sabbath more confcien{cioufly 


* In the summer of 1802, just as the fields began to whi- 
ten for the harvest, a mildew pervaded the northern and wes- 
tern parts of this state, and blasted in its course two thirds, 
perhaps three fourths of the wheat, the staple commodity of 
this country. 


§ Not to mention those malignant, mortal epidemics, 
which have fearfully seourged our principal cities, the influ 
enxa, a spectesof thepestilence, has repeatedly taken tts course 
through almost every state in the Union. So generally did 
at prevail in the autumn of 1807 that scarcely a family inthis 
town escapedit ; and ona particular Sabbath, through the al- 


most universal indisposition of ministers and people, various 
churches were laid desolate. 
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fanGified through our land, or does the power of God- 
Jinefs fhine more illuftrious in the lives of thofe who 
poffefs the form ? Is the charge of pride, extrava- 
gance, injuftice between man and man, and ingrati- 
tude to the God of our mercies lefs applicable now - 
than in years that are paft ? Nay, has not the tide of 
our impiety and profligacy rifen with the tide of our 
profperity, and when the divine hand has been ftretch- 
ed out for our correétion we have not feen it, neither 
have we trembjed under thefe difplays of the majefty of 
Jehovah. Is fach the fa&, beloved brethren, then I 
cannot addrefs you in language more appropriate than 
the admonition of the prophet to his nation, prepare 
to meet thy God, O Ifrael, ots ots ‘ 


Tux people to whom the warning is direQed are 
Frael, the vifiblechurch of God. The fire of divine 
jealoufy burns peculiarly awful around his altar : 
There the light thines moft clear ; there the voice of 
admonition is moft frequently heard ; there the privi- 
leges are moft exalted, and confequently there ihe con- 
jumplion determined ufually commences its career.— 
Thofe who rank firft in point of privilege are ordina- 
rily made the firft and moft fearful monuments of di- 
vine indignation. Fudgment muft begin at the houfe 
of God. Rebellion in a fon is both more unnaturat 
and inexcufable, than ina fervant: Our abhorrence 
is much more excited by an aét of treachery in a pre- 
tended friend, than in the open, avowed enemy ; 
upon the fame principle the crimes of a profeffing 


people are moft offenfive to God, and expofe to the 
F ‘ 


42 


fevereft marks of his difpleafure. You only have I 
known of all the families of the earth I will therefore 
punifh you for your iniquities. ‘The hiftory of the world 
fully confirms the truth of thefe denunciations.— 
‘Thofe very parts of the earth which were long, and 
fingularly favored with a pure difpenfation of the go!- 
pel, have been afterwards as fingularly the feat of 
judgments, both temporal and fpiritual. Turn your 
eyes for a moment to Jerufalem, once the moft dif- 
tinguifhed fpot of the earth; that city where the tem- 
ple was erefied } ; whet the living oracles were pro- 
claimed 5 wi the mot ai ng and evening facrifice, 
this a oe ie Great Propitiation, was of- 
fered up ; where the incenfe arofe in facred columns 
from the cenfer of Aaron the type of the high prieft of 
our profe effion where the minifiry of our Lord was 
chiefly accomplithed ; where miracles the moft fub- 
lime were frequently wrought by his hands, and ce- 
leftial truth flowed from his lips : Behold alfo Co- 
rinth,* Sardis, Smyrna, and Thyatira, cities where 


* 4 modern traveller represents, tna most affecting light, 
these once distinguished parts of the world. Sardis, accord- 
ing to his account, was overthrown by a most terr thle carth- 
guake, and ts now only a poor habitation of shepherds, living 
in low and humble cottages: howseever,” he elegantly adds, 
« the antient pillars and ruins lift up their heads, as unwilling 
to lose the memory of their former glory :” and Corinth 

‘which the Roman orator pronounced ‘lumen totiusGrecie,” 

the light of all Greece, was burnt to ashes for its insolence to 
ihelegates of Rome.—See Caumet’s Dic. on Jer. and WELL’S 
Geog. of the Old and New Test. vy. ii, 259, 60. 275, 6. 
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flourifhing churches were early planted by the Evan- 
gelifts and Apofiles of our Lord. | How has their ex- 
ternal importance; funk, and their Spiritual glory de- 
parted ? Juft in. proportion as evangelic light former- 
ly fhone clear around, a cloud darkand impenetrable 
envelopes them, and the wretched inhabitants are de- 
bafed by ignorance, by ee titien, by rae Species 
of abomination. _ 

Turs = thas 
fideration, , Pudi 

1. A: SOLEMN ‘event, es our God ; and 


2. Our duty in the profpett of this event, pre- 
pare to. meet thy God. 


Eacu individual of the human kind muft meet 
Jehovah at death ; The immortal fpirit, immediately _ 
after its feparation from the body, is fummoned to 
the tribunal of its judge ; then it is called to render a 
folemn account of its fewardfhip, and afterwards, ac- 
cording to its works, is adjudged to an unchanging 
deftiny, either of glory or of fhame. Jt zs appointed 
unio ail men once to die, and afier death the judement : 
Again, we muft-all appear before the judgment feat of 
Chrift, that every.one may receive according to the things, 
done in his body, whether they be good or evil, 

Axt mankind collectively muft meet Jehovah in 
the hour of general retribution. The Lord God hath 

appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world 
in righteoufne/i, by that man whom he hath ordained: 
‘The trump of the archangel fhall found; the great 
white throne fhall be ere€ted ; the fign of the fon 


t a, prefen to aie con- 
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of man fhall appear ; the judge fliall defcend; alli 
the living fhall beinftantly changed, and all the dead a- 
rife: then the kindreds of the nations fhall flock to the 
judgment feat of their common Lord, and receive one: 
general irreverfible fentence, When the fon of man /hail 
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
Stall he fit upon | the throne of his glory ; and before him 
Shall be gathered all nations, and he fhail feparate them 
the one from the other : the deeds done in the prefent 
life muft then undergo a review the moft minute, 
the moft impartial, and the countlefs myriads of the 
human family be awarded to ais life, or ever- 
lafting perdition, 

Bur the ‘meeting with God to vihieh the eke 
alludes, and for which he admonifhes Ifrael to prepare, 
is an event materially different ; it belongs to parti- 
cular communities, or nations, in their public, focial 
capacity. There are periods of national retribution, 
no lefs than of perfonal retribution ; periods when the 
adorable Ruler of the univerfe rifes from his throne, 
and comes forth to reckon with the inhabitants of a 
country ; when he takes a review of all the privileges 
beftowed upon them ; of all the deliverances wrought 
from time to time in their behalf; of the duration of 
their national peace; of the degree of their national 
profperity, and then chaftifes them for the abufe of 
their privileges. Hear, all ye people ; hearken, O 
earth and alithat thereinis: For behold the Lord cometh 
forth out of his place, and will come and tread on the 
high places of the earth ; For the tranfgreffion of Jacob 
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ts all this, and for the iniquity of the houfe of Tfrael. 

Tue dealings of a fovereign God toward indiyi- 
duals and nations obvioufly correfpond. He {pares 
the particular perfon notwithflanding humerous pro- 
vocations ; he affords him the means of repentance, 
and the offers of life; he alternately alarms and al- 
lures; he trics him now with mercies, then with judg. 
ments, before he gives commiffion to cut him off as 
utterly incorrigible : And fuch alfo is his condu@ 
toward nations in general, He admonithes them for 
their impiety ; he forewarns them now by his mef- 
fengers, again by the movements of his providence of 
calamities that are approaching; he executes one 
threatening as a mean of awakening them to repents 
ance, and faving them from other and feverer 
fcourges : He thus entreated with the old world one 
hundred and twenty years by the miniftry of Noah A 
he thus reproved the cities of the plain by Lot as his 
meflenger, before he turned them inio affes, making 
them public monuments of his vengeance. With | 
what long-fuffering did he expoftulate with the nation 
of the Jews before he finally marked them out as the 
people of his wrath 2 How Shall I give thee Up, 
Lpiraim ? How faall I deliver thee, Ifrael 2 How 
foall I make thee as Admah 2 How fhall I fet thee as 
Zeboim 2 My heart is turned within me: my repent. | 
ings are kindled together. And upon their partial re_ 
formation in the days of Samuel, of Afa, of Jofiah 
he immediately fufpended the execution of his judg. 
ments, and wrought falvation ia their behalf, 
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Ween an individual wilfully clofes his eyes a- 
gainft the light of the gofpel; when he thuts his ears 
againft its pointed and repeated admonitions ; when 
he tramples with deliberate hardihood on mercies and 
judgments. Jehovah in awful fovereignty leaves him 
to his own delufions ; he ceafes to reprove him either 
by his word, or fpirit, or providence ; and pronoun- 
_ ces him a veffel of wrath fitted for deftrutiion: His 
condition: then becomes utterly and everlaftingly def- 

perate: Allhis prayers, ali histears, all his remorfe 

for paft tranfgreffions, or refolutions of amendment. 

in future are unavailing. He thai being often reprov- 

neti his. neck, fhall fuddenly be deftroyed 

and that without re nedy. As it is with individuals, it 

"4s alfo with nations, They have their accepted time, 
and, if the expreffion be allowed, their day of political 
falvation: But ifthis be mifimproved; if they fill up 
their cup of i iniquity, by ingratitude for national mer- 
cies, and by a {pirit of flumber.and impenitence a- 
midft the fcourges of his providence, the Lord God 
abandons them as altogether incorrigible, and irrever- 
fibly decrees their confumpiion : All the interceflions 
of righteous individuals, and even a general reforma- 


tion will be unavailing for the removal of divine ven- 
geance: Though Noah, and Daniel, and Fob fhould. 
interpofe and fupplicate, fpare thy people, their pray- 
ers may reft in bleffings upon their own heads, but 
will not flay the hand thatis firetched out for corrett- 
ing the nation. The fovereign Ruler of the world 
either pours upon them a fpirit of difcord and confu- 


; 
: 


nity the inftru- 


they are hid qr thine ¢ ayes. ‘i 


Is there not reafon to apprehend that {uch a meet- 
ing with our God is awaiting us as a nation ; that it is 
near athand? The figns of the times are peculiarly” 
ominous and deferve the attention of all: The Lord 
God has come oud ofhis place, andina manner unu- 
fually awful is puni/hing the inhabitants of the earth. 
With our own eyes we have beheld bim Shaking all 
nations; we have {een the {word of war unfheathed 
in almoft every part of the globe; we have feen her 
crimfon flag unfurled by land, and on the ocean sthe 
earth has been reddened, and the very waters of the 
deep have been tinged with the blood* of the flain ; 


® The battles of Marengo and Jena by by hand, and the 
naval engagements at the Nile, in the Channel and at Tra- 
_ Salgar, whether we regard the obstinacy with which they 
were fought or the numbers that were slain, prebabl; y stand 
without a parallel were in ancient or modern history. 
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we have feen the moft ancient and flately empires 
fheok to their center; crowns tottering on the heads 
of princes ; princes hurled from their thrones and 
princes and peafants mingled in promifcuous ruin. 
Nation has been rifing up againft nation, and the 
Lord of hofts has muftered the hots of the battle. -Hi- 
therto, through his tender mercies, we have efcaped 
the all devouring vortex ; our peace, with a few in- 
confiderable exceptions, has been uninterrupted, and 
our immunities as an independant nation have been 
uninfringed. But the period of our public tranquility, 
we have Jeplon. to. peprehend, has nearly expired. 
t ent ‘wantonly violat- 
ed, and our ‘commerce invaded ; has not the proper- 
ty of our citizens been violently wrefted from their 
poffeflion on the high feas, and fold at ‘foreign mar- 
kets, and their perfons laid in chains, and doomed. 
to languith incheerlefs dungeons: Every effort ufed 
for the reftoration of our neutral rights, and the re- 
drefs of our grievances has hitherto failed, and the 
cloud is daily fpreading and blackening over our 
heads. 

Amuns@ thefe dangers from abroad, how humil- 
iating is our fituation at home? Inftead of harmony 
in concerting meafures for our national defence, is 
there not univerfal diftruf{ and diflraQion? No 
longer rallying around one center, and blending 
ourfelves in the common name of AMERICANS, 
are we not afluming different names; and flocking to 


different Randards, as if we'neither regarded each o- 
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ther as children, of the fan ¢ family, 1 nor semi of 
the fame community ? joes ‘not a pat of difcord 
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pervade from New-Hamp 4 ire ‘to eape? Have 
not the different ‘parties be ¢ some 1e fo into llerant, | fo 
infuriated, ‘that at feemingly the al at on ly a an ‘opportu 
nity, to. rife “up in pene ofti ss? And “remember, 
of all wars,, that of. citizen ge tizen is re moft 
to be apices i, This. flam Ml Tae indle 
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pe ri et yen 
gy country ! unlefs OF hof fp y inter- 
pole. ‘ny behalf ; mace c. reflore. soutual ‘confi- 


dence j among thy fons, and harmony ‘to thy: public 
-counfels, “AN. END, THINE END MUST 


COME: The ‘fuord ‘without,, “and terror and confi 


fion within muft deftroy thee. 

Is fuch our fituation; are fuch our aforelians 
fions, then the, enquiry mut. appear equally appropri- 
ate and important, | how fhall we brah far EN 
with our God 2. 

Turs was our fecond propofition, and ‘to it 
a attention is now invited. 

. Att fhould prepare for this event, by lieseis 
a delay to Jefus- Jehovah as their culy of re Lam 
He is a hiding place from every ftor My and a covert 
from the tempeft.; fheltered beneath this rock by a li- 
ving faith ; having. our confeiences fprinkled with his 


t 
atoning blood, and our fouls adorned with his imma- 


culate righteou fnefs, we may fit fecure when the cloud 
eo 
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bas atually burfted, and the ftorm is exhautting its 
fury. The believer, with the lively exercife of all his 
graces, is like a rockin the midft of the ocean, unmo- 
ved, immoveable by all the dafhing of either wind or 
wave: But, where, ah, where will the ungodly and the 
finner appear, when the wrath of Almighty God has 
gone forth ; when it confumes the earth with her increafe ; 
when it fets on fire the foundations of the mountains, and 
burns to the lowe/t hell ? Where, ah, where will ap- 
pear the empty profeffor ; ‘the man who poffeffes 
merely the mafk of chriftianity, and is an utter ftran- 
ger to its power, where will he appear when Jehovah 
‘in his jealoufy will fearch Ferufalem as with lighted 
candles, and punifh the men that are fettled on their 
lees ; that fay in their hearts, the Lord will not do 
good, neither will he do evil. Where, ah, where will 
then appear the gay, the thoughtlefs, wanton youth ; 
‘thofe who put far away the evil day ; ** who crown 
themfelves with rofe buds ;” who chant to the found of 
the viol, and remain deaf to all the entreaties of friends, 
and parents, and minifters,where will they flee for help, 
where will they leave their glory, when the whirlwind 
of divine wrath fhall {weep terribly the earth; when 
the fierce anger of the Lord fhall come upon them, when 
the day ofthe Lord’s anger fhall come upon them ? To 
all fuch every temporal fcourge is only a pledge of 
that hour when the fon of man jhall be revealed from 
heaven in flaming fire; when the elements fhall melt 
with fervent heat, and the world and the things that are 
therein fhall be diffolued. But they who are reconci- 
led to God by the blood of the Infinite Surety, are 


§1 
fecured, infallibly fecured from, avenging wrath : here 
the thunders of a broken law cannot reach to alarm, 
no lightnings pour their terrors, and therefore they may | 


fit unruffled amidft all the agitations of the world.— 


Being ju/tified by faith they have peace with God, and . 
if God be for them who can be againft them 2 With his 
wildom to dire&t ; his omnipotence to defend ; his 
all-fufficiency to fupply, and his mercy to fympathife, 
they enjoy a peace which paffeth under ftanding amidft 
every outward ftorm, 

2, We. ought to prepare for aad our God by 
walking circum {pe€lly and keeping our garments un 
Spotted from. every pollution. Upon all occafions it is. 
our duty to be fober and vigilant ; to keep our hearts 
with all diligence ; to walk worthy of him who is cal- 
ling us to glory and virtue, but this is pre-eminently 
our duty and our intereft in the hour of impending 
judgment. True it is, there is nothing meritorious 
in the fervices of the creature ; our moft perfe& per- 
formances fall infinitely fhort of the pure law of Jeho- 
vah ; yet the refle&tion that we have walked circum- 
ppeitly before him ; that we have not willingly devi- 
ated from the paths of righteoufne/s to the right hand 
or to the left, infpites with confidence and joy when 
his rod is {tretched out to fcourge a nation and we 
muft participate in the common calamity. While con- 
icious guilt then ftands appalled ;, while it flartles a 
ihe fhaking of every leaf, the righteous is bold as a Ii- 

n ; looking for proteétion to that God whom he has 
ferved’; to whofe glory his life has been honeftly de- 
voted, he bids défiance to all external danger ; he 
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confiders that all the affliions of time are fhort and 
inconfiderable when compared with the glories of e. 
ternity ; “he contemplates death itfelf as ftripped ‘ofe- 
very terror, and no more than a dark entry. to the 
regions of unclouded, ‘everlafting day. With’ what 
confolation in the depth of diftrefs ; with what holy 
heroifm in danger, dida conftioufnes of their integri- 
ty infpirethe three I fraelites in Babylon; it extinguifh- 
ed in their bofoms every impulfe of fear ; it enabled 
. them to behold undifmayed the majefty of the prince- 
ly throne, and the horrors of the fiery furnace ; 0, 
Nebuchadnezar, we are not careful to anfwer thee in 
this ene If it be be fo, fe ss we: e mult refit even unto = 
Blood in in ac Ag to our freheoa and our God; if 
Gur tortures are even aggravated by a furnace feven- 
fold hotter than ufual, we are not alarmed at the prof- 
: pect, nor anxious about the iffue ;” our God whom.we 
Jervei is able to deliver from this burning, fiery furnace 5 ; 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O King. 

3: Wea ought to prepare for meeting our God by 
awakening to greater diligence in the difcharge of eve- 
ry duty, and abounding more eminently in the work of 
ihe Lord. When the tumult of war is heard, and the 
cnemy appears in view, the prudent foldier inftantly 
arifes; he colle€ts his armor ; he faftens every part 
of it in its proper place ;_he arranges himfelf in order 
for battle, and thus ftands ready every moment for the 


ae 


arduous onfet: When a ftorm is expeéted on the o- 
cean; when the clouds colle& and blacken ; when 
the diftant thunder is heard and the lightnings begin 
to blaze around, the vigilant mariner takes the alarm, 


53 
and makes: the requifite preparation. “Such fhould 
be the chriftian’s condué when’ the judgments of At: 
mighty God are commiffioned to: pafs through’ a Na- 
tion, Of whatever kind’ thé calamity be, ‘whether 
war or famine, or pefilence ; y on whatever tHat he ef- 
teems precious’ the affault may be tiade, whiethet on 
his liberty, of religion, of life, ‘he thould | aim at” ftan- 
ding prepared; at fhaking off his! fp ritw2 flott ; ; at 
having his lamp carefully trinimed and réplenithed 
with oil, from’ Jéfus Jehovah the anointed o one, burn- 
ing with the pufeft flame ; “he ought to become tiioi 
Servent in’ prayer; more edifying in hisconverfation': 
more fincere in repentance for his own iniquities, and 
the iniquities of thé nation with which he is conrieét. 
ed’; more abundant in all the duties which are incum. 
| bent upon him as a man anda chriflian. This is the 
beft poffible preparation for all the calamities of life, 
To all fach the Lord God will become a little fanes 
iuary when the {word of his véngeance is drawn, and 
his wrath confumes a guilty land. The angel fpreads 
his pavilion around the pious Lot, when the cities of 
the plain are turned into afhes ; the houfes of the If 
raelites were paffed over without injury, when the fir 
born was flain in every family of the Egyptians, and 
the minifter of juftice never difclofed his commiffion 
againft Jerufalem, wntil a mark was fet upon the fore- 
head of the men that fighed and cried for all the abom- 
tnations that were done in the midft of theland. The 
BS of — en eo il 


proved a wall of fire around the individual, the faini- 
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lies, the fettlements that have cleaved to him in abe 
hour of general apoftacy. 
ssi ‘Tue application fuitable for this fubjeé& will be 
readily fuggefted by your own minds. 
1. Ler all be exhorted to improvetheir diftinguifh- 
ing privileges while they are yet enjoyed. You have 
long fat undifturbed underthe means of falvation ; the 
heavenly. manna has been defcending in fhowers a- 
round your tents and you have been entreated again 
and again to partake this divine provifion ; the river 
of life has been rolling plenteoufly around you its 
refrefhing waters, and you have been urged again and 
again to draw near and drink and live for ever.— 
Whether thefe golden opportunities will be long con- 
tinued, is altogether uncertain ; it depends on the 
mere fovereignty of Jehovah: I would therefore 
moft folemnly admonith you to walk in the light while 
you have it: Give glory to the Lord your God, left he 
caufe darknes, and before your feet fumble on the dark 
mountains: Let the drunkard abandon his cups ; let 
the fwearer ceafe from his impious oaths ; Jet him that 
frole fteal no more, but render to all their due ; let thofe 
who haveindulged themfelves in fenfual gratifications 
crucify the flefh with its affections and lufts.; let the ca- 
vetous remember that neither their gold nor their fil 
ver will deliver them in the day of the Lord’s anger ; 
‘let every prayerlefs perfon awake from his unconcern, 
and arife calling upon his God ; let thofe who have 
wafted the precious fabbath in idlenefs, or worldly 
employments, hereafier keep holy that day to the Lord 
eur God by not finding their own pleafure, nor /peak- 
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ing their own words ; let the fecure, impenitent hear- 
ers break off their fins by righteoufnefs, and their ini- 
quities by turning to the Lord. Are there any prefent 
who, through the cares of this world, the deceitfulne/s 
of riches, or the influence of ungodly affociates, have 
departed from the holy commandment, and thrown off 
their chriftian profeffion, let them be impreffed with 
the danger of their Gituation, and return in the'exer= 
cife of repentance to the Living God + let the vain 
and the thoughtlefs youth remember their Creator, left 
they mourn at the lajt when their ficfh and their body 
are confumed, faying, how have we hated inftrudion — 
and our hearts defpifed reproof 2? By all that is dread- 
ful in the wrath of Almighty God, by all that is de- 
firable in his loving kindnefs I exhort finners of eves 
Ty age, of every condition to éurn this day to the ftrong 
holds while they are prifoners of hope. The door of the 
city of refuge is now open, and Jéhovah Triune, Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoft are inviting you to enter 
in. The door of the cily of refuge is now open, and 
allthe redeemed on earth, and all the redeemed in 
heaven, and all the angels of light will hail with tranf. 
“Ports of joy your entrance and your efcape from the 
avenger of blood. Hatten, haften to Jefus Chrift, to 
“his facrifice, to his righteoufnefs as your only fecuri- 
ty from the wrath that is to come. The Lord God 
of gods in whofe prefence I now fland, whom I ferve 
in the gofpel of his Son bears me witnefs that- I have 
aimed on this day of humiliation ‘aé efpoufing you all 
to one hufband, and thus preparing you to meet your 
God ; to meet him now as he is coming forth to a 
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venge his quarrel with our. country. 5, to. meet him, here- ~ 
after. in, the hour.of. final, . -irreyerfible. retribution, 
But. if-ye, will not hear ity My. Soul Shall..w weep in fecret 
places -for.your bride, and, mine eye ¢ fhall weep fore 
and run. aeaillegencbtaaafe ath. An# flock is 


saree 


away capliver 
IB Bz exhorted ¢o, live at peace among sourelees 
and whatfoever,ye, do, whether in, word or in deed, do 
all.in.the name of our Lord Fefus. Chrift.., Lethe. 
Saviout’s crofs be the. only point around whigh you 
rally in.all your deliberations, whether civil or religi- 
ous ; -let itinever,be.mentioned.to the reproach of-the 
chriftian name 5 Jet it not. be told in Gath, let it,not be 
heard in the ftrests of Afkelon that an,avowed enemy 
of the dear. Redeemer, who coincides with you.in politi- 
cal fentiment,;,fhould.lie, nearer your hearts ; fhould 
poffefs.a greater, or.an equal fhare.in your confidence 
and affeftion, with a Brother in grace,, whofe. political 
views may be different from. your own: Andlam 
bold to, affirm, that while you, live habitually, on the 
Son of God ; while you derive. from him daily that 
-wifdom which ts pure, and peaceable, and gentle, and 
_eafy to be entreated, all your diverfity of fentiment re- 
{pe€ting public meafures will not alienate your hearts 
from each other. This facred undzon will excite to 
the exercife of mutual forbearance wherein you differ. 
‘A variety of political opinions mui be expefied.. In 
this fate of imperfeGion where we fee but in part, and 
know but in part; where we are a€tuated by differ- 
ent motives, and look through different mediums, it 
israre that our views fully harmonize on any fubjett: 
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This very diverfity of fentiment affords a greater op-. 


portunity for exercifing: the moft. ‘illaftrious graces, 
charity, patience and forbearance, Ata moment fo. 
critical to our own country, fo eventful to t 
in general, I cannot therefore addrefs you more ta 


tably than in the language of Jofeph to his brethren, 
Jee that ye fall not out by the way. Every citizen en pols 


feffes an equal right to the enjo 
timents, and in this free gover 
communicate his 
nei but] 


indulged in a manner, intemperate and indifcreet, it 
becomes a political curle. ‘Finally, brethren, be ; per 
fett ; be of good comfort ; be of one mind ; live in peace, 
andthe God of love and peace fhall be with you. Should. 
 thofe fparks of diffention, which are already kindled 


in every part of the community, burft into an open - 
yp ¥» 


flame, it will be a confolation to refle@, in the gene- 
ral calamity, that I never added fuel to the fire by ir- 
ritating the paflions of my fellow-citizens, 


I suouto feel chargeable with the omiffion of avery 
important duty did I conclude thefe folemn exercifes 
withoutdirefting your attention to the figns of shetemes, 
A cloud is feemingly collecling over the church and the 
nations more gloomy than has been witneffed for a- 


ges. Itis the general opinion of commentators,* 


* The calculations of expositors, both antwent and mod- 
ern, relative to the slaying of the witnesses, have been lately 
ii 
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i ophecy t the ranjeel alsin: 


hat the two ‘witneffes, mentioned in ferip- 
‘yet to be flain, and that the religion of pa- 
e will obtain a dniverfal diffafion througi: 
arth, The retmatks of a learned ‘expofitor,* who 
appeared in the lal century, are fo’ interefting that you 
ar readily éxeufe me in quoting them at large. — 
petit of the gofpel will, be wholly withdrawn 
»; the flaying of the witneffesis yet to come ; 
¢ 4 difmal night, and be accompanied with 
ath late and mot 


period of time d the Sati-chriftian 
- reli ; uence more rapidly thea 3 in the 
D1 ry is ahi eftablifhed worthip of France. 
bias is a'decree of that government, that ‘no 
: chi SB: We tli book, nor catechifm fhall be 
publitied Without the permiffion of the bifhop of the 
diocefe.” It is virtually effablifhed in Holland and 
Switzerland, as the regulation of all ecclefiaftical con- 


cerns is committed to their fovereigns who are pa- 


exhibited bu the author, at considerable length, in two lece 
tures, which he designs to offer to the public. 

* Dr. Gillin a sermon delivered in 1750 

+ Dr. John Erskine. 
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. pifts.:. This, religion” has: récently.’ obtained! a: rapid: 
fpread through. Germany, amd other countries adjas’ 
cent + Bills at: different ‘timés, have beeh brought be- 
fore the parliament, of Greéat-Britain for fécaringsto 


_ the:votaries of Antichirift privileges in-common with: 


the proteftants. . If we turm our eyes from Europe 


to our own country; how: very alarming’ is the-prof 
- ped? ? In: feveral: Of dur! capital: icities: thé @hars> 


chesy profeffing.the religion of Rome;\are more flou- 
tifhing than thofé of any other communion; and 
three Bifhops* have lately been confeérated»to fuper=' 
intend the papal interefts in the United States. When’ 
we add to thefe things the open infidelity of fome, the 
abjeé ignorance and utter indifference of others, there 
‘is little, humanly fpeaking, to prevent the general. 
{pread of that abomination through our country. 
Amupsr thefe réalities and apprehbenfions our dus 
ty is obvious. Let every man.ldok to his own inte. 
reft, by making his calling and eleéiion fire: Let'eves 
ry parent look to the deareft interefts of his children, 
by bringing themup in the nurture and admonition of tie” 
Lord ; let him ‘confider a profourid education in’ the’ 
doétrines of chriltianity as the mof impenctrable 
fhield againft the affaults of cither fupérfition or ér- 
ror: Let every mafter look to the déaref interefts 
of thofe committed to his charge, by reconimending 
Jefus and his falvation as, beyond ‘comparifon, their 
moft énriching portion : Let every ‘magiftrate, as he 
* This fact was stated in a public print during the last 


summer, and was since confirmed io the author in a letter 
Srom a respectable &rrespondent. 
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regards. his peace in the hour of peril, execute with 
unremitting vigilance and unfhaken fidelity, the duties. 
. ofhis office: Let the pricfts, the minifters of the Lord, 
awake to double diligence in their vocations ; let them 
weep between the porch and the altar, faying, fpare thy 
people, O Lord, and give not thy heritage to reproach. 
Beloved in the Lord Jefus Chrift, what fall I fay: 
more 2 Toyou itis the call of Jehovah in his word ; 
it ishis call by the very awful movements of his pro- 
vidence, Come, my people ; enter thou into thy cham- 
bers ; hide thyfelf as tt were for a little moment, until 
the he Meo Eee For, behold the Lord com 
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ire nantes 3 the savik ae att aifelofe her blood 
and Shall no more cover her flain, 

Q Lord, thou jfiteft upon the floods, thou v fief 
hing forever, look with a compaffionate eye, on our 
guilty miferable world, and fhorten thefe days of ca~ 
lamity ; proclaim toevery fcourge that has defolated 
our earth, ié7s enough, ftay thine hand ; may the thun- 
der of war expire ; may the {word of flaughter return 
to its fcabbard, no more to be bathed in the blood of. 
man ; let not nation any longer rife up as the deftroy- 
er of nation, but may the peaceful banner of Mefli- 
ah wave ia triumph around the globe; haften.the pe- 
riod when creation fhall become one fanfuary, and? 
men of ail kindreds one affembly, in doing homageto, 
the God of Ifraeli. Amen, even fo come Lorn Jzsus.: 
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